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August 5, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

You may be aware that school districts have been waiting for updated guidance from the state
regarding how schools will open in September. Last night, the New York State Council of School
Superintendents (NYSCOSS) notified superintendents that the state will not be issuing guidance to
govern the opening of schools:

“We were advised by a phone call from the Governor’s office that, as the COVID-19 state of
emergency has been rescinded, neither their office nor the New York State Department of Health
will be issuing guidance to govern the opening of schools next month … decisions regarding
masks and other safety measures will be left to local discretion, exercised by school district and
county health officials.”

Today, the Erie County Department of Health notified school superintendents:

“Our department has just learned, as you surely have heard, that NYS has confirmed that it will
not be issuing k-12 school COVID-19 guidance before the start of the school year. We had been
operating with the assumption that this guidance was forthcoming from NYSDOH.

Given this news, our office of epidemiology and school team are reviewing existing school
guidance from the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention and the American Academy of
Pediatrics, along with lessons that our department has learned throughout this pandemic. We
understand the extreme time constraints under which you and your colleagues are working, and
we will share our next steps with this group as soon as we can.”

We continue to plan and prepare for the upcoming school year using the most recent guidance from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the American Academy of Pediatrics. As soon as we
have an update we will communicate as we have in the past via email, website and town hall meetings.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
http://www.amherstschools.org

